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needs have many defects; and he insisted that all Members
should regard it as their duty to assist him in making it as
perfect as could be* Perhaps he had taken the protestations
of the Conservative representatives at the constitutional
conference of the previous year at their face value, when
they declared their eagerness to unite in measures of social
reform! Believing, therefore, that he could count upon
the support of the Opposition, he framed the peroration to
the speech in which he introduced the Bill in Parliament as
an appeal for co-operation. " I appeal to the House of
Commons", he cried, " to help the Government not
merely to carry this Bill through, but to fashion it; to
strengthen it where it is weak, to improve it where it is
faulty* I am sure if this is done we shall have achieved
something which will be worthy of our labours." Here
was the fighting Chancellor speaking with wooing accents
which had not been heard from him since his days at the
Board of Trade* Hie Opposition responded in like
manner; and the Bill passed its first and second readings
without a division* One criticism only did the Opposition
make of the principle of the Bill; and that was, that it dealt
at the same time with Health, and with Unemployment.
On that point, however, the Government could not change
its mind, being convinced that the two things were insepar-
able as the twin ills which did most to create pauperism*
If Lloyd George had expected that the Insurance Bill would
prove popular in the country, he was grievously mistaken*
The Unemployment Insurance provisions, which were very
restricted in scope, met with little opposition; it was over
the Health Insurance clauses that the storm broke*, With
a large section of the community it was unpopular because
of its contributory nature, A still larger section disliked
it owing to the fact that it was compulsory, arid savoured
too much of State Socialism. And so comprehensive was
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